


Divergence

Welcome to TEDxCanberra 2018! 

 

We're delighted to be back at the 

Canberra Theatre Playhouse for this 

year's event. As always, we've planned a 

day of engaging, informative and 

inspiring talks and performances for you. 

 

We've been working hard for the past 

year to make today a reality. We hope 

you enjoy it! 

 

Thanks for being part of our community. 

 
Ingrid Tomanovits 
Licensee 
on behalf of the TEDxCanberra Team

W E L C O M E
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About TED

About TEDxCanberra

TED is a nonprofit devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, 

powerful talks (18 minutes or less). TED began in 1984 as a conference where 

Technology, Entertainment and Design converged, and today covers almost all 

topics — from science to business to global issues — in more than 100 languages. 

In the last 33 years, TED has grown into a cultural phenomenon and global 

community, changing the way we think, feel and exchange ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the spir it of ideas worth spread ing, TEDx is a pro gram of loc al, self-organised 

events that bring people togeth er to share a TED-like exper i ence. At a TEDx 

event, live speak ers, videos and creative performances com bine to spark deep 

discussion and connection. These loc ally organised events are branded TEDx, 

where x = inde pend ently organ ised TED event. The TED Con fer ence provides 

gen er al guid ance for the TEDx pro gram, but the content and design of each 

TEDx event is unique and developed independently. 

 

 

 

 

 

TEDxCanberra is an independently organised, volunteer-run, community-based 

event operating under licence from TED. Since 2009, the volun teers at 

TEDx Canber ra have run at least one major, all-day, con fer ence every year in 

Australia’s nation al cap it al, bring ing in speak ers and per formers to share their 

ideas worth spread ing with our audi ence. We're proud of our contribution to 

Canberra's cultural life and the connections we've helped to build in our 

community. 

 

 

 

 

The TEDxProgram
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REGISTRATION

FROM 8.00AM 

 SESSION  1

9.00AM - 10.30AM 

Tyronne Bell 

Mr Michael X 

Humanizm 

Antonio Mozqueira 

Gemma Thomson 

Erin-Claire Barrow 

John Sautelle 

Short Film: Broken 

Hill 

 

 

MORNING  TEA  

10.30AM - 11.15AM 

 

 SESSION  2

11.15AM - 12.45PM 

Liz Lea & Katie Senior 

Jolly Jacob 

Paul Buckley 

Megan Gilmour 

Kanesan Nathan 

Short Film: Brothers 

in Alms 

 

S C H E D U L E
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LUNCH  

12.45PM - 1.45PM 

 

 

SESSION  3  

1.45PM - 3.30PM 

Charles Massy 

Tasneem Memon 

Chris Ryan 

Penny Elsley 

Dean Parkin 

Short Film: Creative 

Activism

AFTERNOON  

TEA  

3.30PM - 4.15PM 

 

 

SESSION  4  

4.15PM - 5:30PM 

Mickey Sulit 

Jackson Thomas 

Shanna Whan 

Catherine Rickwood 

 

S C H E D U L E



ideas worth spreading

Every one of the speakers on our 

stage today is here because they 

have an idea worth spreading. 

 

We spend many months preparing for 

today, including finding, selecting 

and coaching our speakers. There is 

no one way to give a TED Talk so we 

work with individuals to bring out the 

best in them, and their ideas. 

 

Each speaker has invested between 

30 and 50 hours of their own time 

getting ready for today. We hope 

what they have to say will inform and 

inspire you, challenge, surprise and 

delight you.  

 

 

S P E A K E R S

Shane Horsburgh speaking at TEDxCanberra 2014
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Antonio has held the role of Senior 

Manager Climate Change Policy in the ACT 

Government since 2012, developing and 

delivering policy to mitigate and adapt to 

the warming and drying climate. He has 

over 25 years experience working in 

Commonwealth and State jurisdictions and 

in the private sector. 

     Originally from Mexico, his first degree is 

in Oceanography and as a Monbusho 

scholar completed a MSc in Bioresources 

from Mie University in Japan before 

migrating to Australia. His studies have 

allowed him to work in diverse fields such 

as marine fisheries and aquaculture, marine 

science program management, as Director 

of the Office of the Chief Scientist for 

Australia and as Manager of the Climate 

Change Science and Adaptation program 

for the Department of Climate Change. 

     Antonio 's passion is in bringing people 

together to work in the science, policy and 

community engagement interface.

Antonio 
Mozqueira
SPEAKER  

7 

Catherine 
Rickwood 
SPEAKER  

Dr Catherine Rickwood is one of Australia’s 

leading experts on the topic of longer 

lifespans, and founder and CEO of 

consultancy and advisory firm Three Sisters 

Group. 

     An active speaker and blogger on issues 

affecting our ageing population, Catherine 

believes age stereotypes, ageism, and 

generational labels divide and limit our 

individual and collective futures as we 

succumb to outdated ideas associated with 

retirement. 

     Catherine works with organisations 

around the country to co-design and create 

innovative approaches to business 

strategies including: human resource 

management; new product development; 

and service delivery. 

     She plans to live a full and active life to 

100 and beyond.



Charles Massy gained a BSc in Zoology at 

ANU (1976), before going farming and 

developing a prominent Merino sheep stud 

business (Severn Park).  He still manages 

the family’s grazing property in NSW while 

teaching at universities and consulting in 

the fields of Merino breeding and landscape 

design. 

     Charles has chaired and served as a 

Director on a number of national and 

international review panels and boards of 

business, research organisations and 

statutory wool bodies, involving garment 

manufacture, wool marketing, R&D, 

molecular genetics and genomics. 

     His concern about land degradation and 

the Anthropocene crisis led to him 

completing a PhD in Human Ecology (ANU) 

in 2012. This resulted in his new book, Call 

of the Reed Warbler: A New Agriculture – A 

New Earth (UQP Sept. 2017) concerning the 

emergence of a regenerative agriculture in 

Australia and cause for hope. 

Charles 
Massy 
SPEAKER  
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Dean 
Parkin 
SPEAKER  

In May 2017, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Peoples, coming from all points of 

the southern sky, made the Uluru Statement 

From The Heart. Building on decades of 

activism in pursuit of constitutional reform 

and self-determination, Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Peoples reached 

out to the nation in a heartful effort to 

create a movement for a better future. 

     Dean Parkin was closely involved in the 

process leading to the Statement and will 

take you on a deeper exploration of the 

Statement and the invitation it gives to the 

Australian people.  



Erin-Claire Barrow is an artist and illustrator 

originally from the Adelaide Hills in South 

Australia. She paints in watercolours to 

create whimsical scenes, storybook 

illustrations, and bring to life some of the 

strange creatures of fairy tales and folklore. 

     Erin-Claire is always on the lookout for 

ways to combine her passions for art and 

social justice and is particularly interested 

in how art can be used to raise awareness 

of human rights issues. 

Erin-Claire 
Barrow
SPEAKER  
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Gemma 
Thomson 
SPEAKER  

Gemma is a holistic problem solver. She 

brings her experience together with a 

passion for research and unites people with 

the world they live in. She takes traditional 

methods, modern science, and combines 

them with a creative perspective to come 

up with real solutions people can put to use 

everyday. 

     Gemma believes in the environment and 

ecosystems, especially their ability to 

sustain themselves, and support us. From 

here she challenges some of the most 

common assumptions of everyday life, 

finding more logical ways of dealing with 

the things we thought we had solved - like 

dealing with our dogs’ poop.



Dr Jackson Thomas (BPharm, MPharmSc, 

PhD) is a pharmacist, senior lecturer and 

academic scientist at the University of 

Canberra. He is also a consultant to 

pharmaceutical manufacturers, biotech 

companies, and the Therapeutic Goods 

Administration (TGA). 

     Jackson’s clinical and research interest 

is in indigenous child health, particularly 

skin infections in Australian Indigenous 

children. As a result of his research 

achievements, he was given the 2015 ACT 

Tall Poppy of the Year Award and most 

recently, the 2018 University of Canberra 

(Faculty of Health) Research impact award.

Jackson 
Thomas 
SPEAKER  
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John 
Sautelle 
SPEAKER  

John is passionate about supporting 

people live more connected lives, within 

themselves and in their relationships. He 

is the author of “Choose Your Stories, 

Change Your Life” which details the 

developmental change process he has 

evolved over the past 18 years drawing on 

the latest research in psychology, 

neuroscience and adult development. 

     In his professional work around the 

world John helps create confident, future- 

fit leaders and teams capable of 

navigating an increasingly complex world. 

John supports senior leaders tap into 

heart, body, mind and spirit to grow 

themselves and their impact in sustainable 

and life-giving ways. 

     John lives with his partner Anne in 

Canberra, the capital of Australia. With 

four children and two grandchildren he is 

energised by family, lifelong learning, fly 

fishing and creating a better world for 

future generations. 



Jolly is a Canberra-based portrait 

photographer who takes what she calls 

legacy portraits, ie portraits that are 

beautiful enough to be hung on walls and 

cherished for the lifetime and then passed 

on to future generations as a legacy. 

Because once you are gone, your portraits 

will become priceless. 

     She believes that portraits are not just 

ink on paper. They have the potential to 

reshape identity, self-image and 

relationships.

Jolly 
Jacob 
SPEAKER  
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Kanesan 
Nathan 
SPEAKER  

In between a career in the Arts, Kanesan 

Nathan has been perfecting the art of play 

and the art of mobile photography on his 

successful Instagram project @legojacker. 

After several years creating art from tiny 

plastic figures reflecting the modern 

condition, global issues and personal 

stories, he felt the need to find and create 

more kindness on social media. 

     @TheEmbassyofKindness was started on 

the streets of Melbourne in August 2016 by 

Kan @legojacker and Amal @toffyinc. The 

idea was simple: Document the life- 

affirming and transformative power of 

kindness by starting up conversations with 

strangers and inspiring them to reflect on 

the kindness in their own life. Countless 

interviews later, they were invited by the 

Sydney Opera House to bring the Embassy 

of Kindness to the Festival of Dangerous 

Ideas, and their work was featured by 

@Instagram and seen by millions of people 

around the world. Currently, Kanesan is 

continuing @theembassyofkindess in 

Canberra, the city of embassies, and 

working to turn this inspiring approach into 

a permanent space. 



Megan Gilmour is a social innovation 

entrepreneur, whose career includes roles 

in government, the private sector and 

community organisations. 

     Megan has worked on complex social 

and economic development operations in 

over 24 countries. She is Chair and co- 

founder of MissingSchool, an advocacy 

organisation working to keep seriously sick 

kids connected to their schools, and the 

creator and director of a national 

telepresence robot pilot doing just that. 

She co-authored an Australian-first report 

on that subject which received a Prime 

Minister’s statement of support in 2015. 

     As a 2016 Churchill Fellow, Megan 

studied overseas models of education for 

sick kids in Finland, Sweden, Netherlands, 

Belgium, United Kingdom and Canada. Her 

work is passionately driven by her 

experience as a mother to a young son who 

survived a life-threatening illness. 

Megan 
Gilmour 
SPEAKER  
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Paul 
Buckley 
SPEAKER  

Paul is in his final 18 months of a double 

degree in Mechanical Engineering and 

Business Management and Leadership. 

Combining a curiosity for how the world 

works with a passion for people and 

leadership, Paul is employed as a technical 

advisor for a defence services and supplies 

company. 

     Paul graduated year 12 in 2007. Prior to 

commencing office training in 2011, Paul 

was an enlisted soldier having enlisted in 

the Army at 19 as an Infantry Soldier where 

he served with the 3rd Battalion Royal 

Australian Regiment(Para) severely injuring 

his back during a parachute landing, which 

had lasting effects on his life, leaving him 

with PTSD and physical injuries. 

     At 24 the last thing he ever imagined was 

going to prison but sometimes in life the 

most unexpected things happen. What 

matters when this happens is that we don’t 

give up and what we do next.



Penny Elsley believes something as simple 

as a shared meal can change the world. She 

says this works because at the root of so 

many social issues is disconnection and 

food is a worldwide connector. 

     Almost six years ago, after embarking on 

a two year “quest” across the globe to 

discover what the world really needs, 

Penny founded the non-profit organisation 

joiningthedots. Her quest continues right 

here in Australia, as she inspires the 

connections the world needs – connections 

to our self, our community and our place. 

She is achieving this in an extraordinary 

way through initiating The Welcome Dinner 

Project, which has ignited a social 

movement, including over 6000 Welcome 

Dinner hosts and participants since the first 

dinner 5 years ago and volunteer teams in 

every State and territory, numbering close 

to 400 people. At Welcome Dinners, 

strangers become friends over shared pot- 

luck meals and isolation of newly arrived 

Australians is overcome in a fun yet 

powerful way. 

Penny 
Elsley 
SPEAKER  
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Shanna 
Whan 
SPEAKER  

Shanna Whan is an Agri Futures NSW/ACT 

2018 Rural Woman of the year Finalist and 

a recovered alcoholic. 

     This brave lady has chosen to take her 

survival story to the public, speaking and 

blogging through her social media platform 

‘’Sober in the Country’’ and as a result, has 

been affecting real change in what she calls 

the ‘casual alcoholism culture’ of rural 

Australia. 

     She’s bringing unprecedented insight 

and discussion to an area that has 

previously been a no-go zone, and 

furthermore, she’s altogether challenging 

how we deal with addiction in rural areas. 

     Her goal is to secure funding and take 

the platform national, to reach our most 

isolated adn vulnerable community and 

farming members.



Dr Tasneem Memon looks forward to an AI- 

enabled future that is human-centric and 

unbiased, and is working towards creating 

it. 

     She has been building AI & Cognition 

enabled solutions for the past 12 years, 

with a focus on cognitive bias mitigation in 

decision systems. Building on the 

foundations of computer science, cognitive 

science, psychology, and business models, 

she has developed human-centric 

algorithms and decision support models to 

bring competitive advantage to enterprises. 

     Tasneem 's greatest passion in life is to 

utilise her expertise in cognitive computing, 

behaviour mining and gamification to 

transform the education system. She 

strongly believes in Individualised 

Education based on each student 's talents, 

passions, strengths and personality. 

 

 

Tasneem 
Memon 
SPEAKER  
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Tyronne 
Bell 
WELCOME  TO  COUNTRY  

Tyronne Bell is a Ngunnawal descendant 

who grew up in Yass, learning traditional 

culture from his father Don Bell (senior).  

     Challenging early experiences helped 

shape his lifelong passion for the 

advancement of Aboriginal issues.  

     Tyronne has become a strong advocate 

for the recognition of Aboriginal culture 

and language, in particular, the culture and 

language of the Ngunnawal people.



putting the E in TED

Canberra is bursting with creative 

talent. 

 

From musical numbers, to dance 

performers and even comedic acts, 

we've curated a mix of some of 

Canberra's most creative and 

entertaining performers, sure to 

impress and delight. 

 

P E R F O R M E R S  
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Chris Ryan won the Canberra heat of RAW 

Comedy with her first ever set in 2012 and 

has gone on to perform in comedy festivals 

and clubs around Australia. She has sold 

out Canberra’s premiere comedy room, 

Comedy Club at the Civic Pub multiple 

times, being the first local comedian to 

have a sold out a two-night run in 2017. 

     Chris’s laconic take on everything from 

kids to romance to passive aggressive co- 

workers has got her spots on Canberra 

Comedy Festival Galas, the Sydney Comedy 

Festival Showcase 2018, the Sydney 

Comedy Store and Enmore Comedy Club. 

This year, she also makes her debut 

performance in the Fearless Comedy Gala 

fundraiser and performs comedy at TEDx 

Canberra, both at the Canberra Theatre 

Centre. 

     Chris co-hosts Canberra’s newest 

comedy room, Beyond Comedy on the last 

Friday of every month at a quirky bookshop 

in Weston Creek with her comedy buddy, 

Tom Gibson. 

     

 

 

 

Chris 
Ryan 
PERFORMER  
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Liz Lea & 
Kate Senior 
PERFORMER  

What does it mean to have an extra 

Chromosome? Dance artist Katie Senior 

takes you on a journey of life, love, laughter 

and walks in nature - in fabulous style... 

   Katie Senior is an extraordinary 27 year 

old with Down Syndrome. She has been 

dancing and performing since age five and 

represents Australia as a paralympic 

swimmer. She has choreographed and 

performed two solos since 2010: All For 

One was performed at Belconnen Art 

Centre to celebrate International Day of 

People with Disability in 2011 and In The 

Corner Where The Shadows Meet was for 

'Short and Sweet Dance. ' 

   Liz Lea is a performer, choreographer and 

producer based in NSW and Canberra after 

20 years in Europe, touring internationally. 

Her speciality is working with classical 

Indian dance and martial arts. She has 

worked with Ranjabati Sircar, Mavin Khoo, 

the Royal Opera House and English Bach 

Festival and been commissioned in India, 

UK, Australia, South Africa, Singapore and 

USA.
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Mickey Sulit is a 20-year-old solo singer- 

songwriter from Canberra, Australia. Her 

genre is a mixture of Indie-pop and a hint of 

jazz. She has created a name for herself 

through exposure in various festivals like 

Wanderland Music & Arts Festival (Manila, 

Philippines) and major events across 

Canberra and in the NSW region. She’s 

released her debut EP, Like You Do in 2017. 

Mickey was featured on the popular radio 

station Hit104.7 and has supported The 

Voice Australia, Amber Nichols as well as 

Mark Bautista’s Australian tour. 

    A consummate musician, Alex Carder has 

played keys and synths across Australia in 

renowned Latin, and cover bands, while 

also regularly performing as a DJ. Having 

held residencies in many of Canberra’s 

clubs and lounges, his experience brings a 

smooth and tasteful mix to any music style 

– be it RnB and hip-hop, funk, house, world 

music, top 40 and more. 

     

 

 

 

Mickey Sulit 
PERFORMER  
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Mr Michael x 
Humanizm 
PERFORMER  

Classically trained but never contained, Mr. 

Michael (aka Michael Liu) has made quite 

the mark as a violinist and DJ. Defecting 

from tradition, Michael insists that the violin 

is more than just an orchestral instrument 

but a musical chameleon capable of 

breaking genre barriers. He has played at 

many major ACT events including 

Enlighten, Floriade, and Art, Not Apart as 

well as collaborating with organisations 

such as Australian Dance Party, Canberra 

Symphony Orchestra, and Canberra 

International Music Festival. 

     Humanizm is the psy-tech/prog project 

of Canberra local Ed Reading. Ed has been 

DJing and producing music for over a 

decade and has performed at some of 

Australia’s biggest festivals. 

     Together, Mr Michael x Humanizm 

combined forces to create a captivating 

performance melding live electronica and 

electric violin. They have recently 

supported techno legend Oliver 

Huntemann and performed at Psyland 

festival.

accompanied by Alex Carder 
 



films worth spreading

We put a call out to filmmakers to 

submit films to be screened on show 

day which explore our theme of 

'Divergence'. 

 

This theme has been interpreted in 

three films  - from shining a light onto 

the diverse pioneers of outback 

Australia, to sustainable fashion and 

homelessness. 

 

F I L M  P R O G R A M  
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Credit: Outerspace Leo 

Credit: Katherine Steinbacher 



BROTHERS IN ALMS 

Canberra is known for its affluence and is quickly 

becoming a global city, however, global cities still 

have local shortcomings. 'Brothers In Alms' tells the 

story of four homeless men living on the streets of 

Canberra, Australia. The short film uses the 

documentary form to experiment with style while 

tackling the serious subject of home deprivation. An 

observation of city life as told by those living on the 

streets, 'Brothers In Alms' brings the audience eye to 

eye with some of our most vulnerable citizens. 

Director/Editor/Producer - Sebastian Chan 

Director of Photography - Luke Patterson 
Production Assistant - Richie Nicholas 
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BROKEN HILL 

The pioneers of outback Australia were a diverse 

bunch, especially the cameleers. A century and a 

half later their legacy struggles to find its place 

within Australia’s national identity. In the outback 

town of Broken Hill, descendants form a camel 

procession to celebrate the contribution of the 

cameleer Abdul Khalik by launching a balloon 

carrying his image into the sky. 

Director - Peter Drew 

Producer - Dennis Scholl 

Music - M. Kobylecki 

 

CREATIVE ACTIVISM 

Canberra-based Samorn Sanixay is the powerhouse 

behind global design brand Eastern Weft. She 

works with Laotian craftswomen to make beautiful, 

sustainable clothes and textiles without chemicals, 

waste or human exploitation. In Australia and 

Europe, she teaches her customers how to create 

their own garments from locally-sourced materials, 

empowering them to make different choices about 

what they wear. This video features one of her 

natural dye workshops in Canberra, where rust, 

weeds, and supermarket waste become sources of 

mind-blowing colour. 

Director / Producer -  Julia Martin 

Director of Photography -  Cassandra Cullen 

Sound - Lachlan Lipsett 

Additional camera - John Cain 

Editor - Ashlee Robertson 

 



S P E A K E R  
C O A C H E S
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Our Speaker Coaches volunteer their time, expertise and skill to help our speakers get 

ready for their big day. 

 

There is no one right way to give a talk at TEDxCanberra. Instead, our coaches work with 

each individual speaker to help them deliver the best version of their talk that they can.  

 

We are enormously grateful to them for their efforts. 

 

Chris Huet Sally Dooley

Maike Brill

Katrina Howard

Bradley Roche



making it all possible

Our partners are an extraordinary 

bunch. They share our belief in the 

power of ideas, our passion for 

community, and our vision for 

creating an event that brings those 

things together like nothing else can. 

 

Our partners have contributed time, 

expertise, products and services, 

financial support, imagination and 

ingenuity to help us bring you today's 

experience. 

 

Their generosity allows us to stage a 

high quality event that remains open 

and accessible to as many people in 

our community as possible.   

 

 

P A R T N E R S
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THANK  YOU  TO  OUR  PARTNERS  
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Principal Partner

Media Partner Catering Partner

Event 
Partner

Learning  
Partner

Graphic Scribe

Video 
Partner

Community 
Inclusion 
Partner

Production 
Partner

Accounting  
Partner

Website  
Partner



THANK  YOU  TO  OUR  PARTNERS  
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Event Partner Event PartnerEvent Partner

Printing Partner Promotions Partner

Sustainability Partner Sustainability Partner

Community Partner Game Partner
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LEAD  

CURATOR
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Simone Abbot 

Nicholas Baldwin 

Sarah Burcher 

Ashleigh Butler 

Bernice Choi 

Philip D'Rozario 

Hui Dong 

Melissa Fernandez 

Julian Fox 

Ruby Furnell 

Ella Geddes 

David Hasler 

Josey Janssen 

 

George Karanfilovski 

Mijica Lus 

Clara Mcarther 

Sarah McFadden 

Khanh Van (Ivy) 

  Nguyen  

 

Vihan Patel 

Geoff Scammell 

Jing Shen 

Camille Struzina 

Ruggero Venosi 

Nina Zazali 

 

 



GOT AN IDEA WORTH SPREADING?

Or know someone else who has? 

 

To submit your idea, contact us at presenters@tedxcanberra.org 

or via the nomination form on our website. 


